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Mayor seeks to waive ‘pour license’ fees for 2021 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Mayor William 
Sapelli is proposing waiving the 
1,500 dollar alcohol establish- 
ment fees for certain businesses 
that were affected by COVID-19 
throughout the year. The waived 
fee will apply to licenses that are 
classified as on-premises or “pour 
licenses.’ 

The City Council President 
Chris Johnson and Mayor Sapelli 
are sponsoring a resolution and 
emergency preamble at the Mon- 
day, Dec. 21 Agawam City Coun- 
cil meeting. The votes from that 
meeting were not available due to 
the early holiday press deadline. 

The Dec. 21 meeting was 
scheduled to be the last city coun- 
cil meeting of the year and the last 
meeting before the licenses go into 
effect. The resolution sponsored 


by Johnson and Sapelli states to 
waive the collection of certain al- 
cohol license fees in 2020, it also 
declares that an emergency exists 
and allows the council to act on it 
and make a vote. 

“Typically it has to go on the 
agenda as new business, then be 
discussed, and moved to old busi- 
ness on the next agenda. Sapelli 
said. “This is the last meeting of 
the year and we had to get this 
done in one meeting rather than 
two. Sapelli decided to waive the 
fee entirely due to the closure of 
business during the pandemic 
and the restrictions they had to 
follow when they reopened. He 
further explained that this waiv- 
er will help restaurants, banquet 
halls, and clubs as they have suf- 
fered even during re-opening. 

“Some of these licensees have 
been forced to close or substan- 
tially curtail their businesses 


Town remains tn ‘red’ 
as local infections rise 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Heading into 
the holiday week, Agawam re- 
mained in the “red” with a rising 
COVID-19 infection rate, accord- 
ing to statistics released by the 
Department of Public Health last 
Thursday, Dec. 17. 

As of press time, Agawam had 
reported a total 1,247 total case of 
COVID-19 in the community. The 
community's number of new cas- 
es had slowed to a crawl and was 
at about 600 total cases with few 
active cases prior to October. 

When the statewide surge be- 
gan in October, Agawam saw its 
caseload creep up. Agawam went 
into the “red” or the high-risk cat- 
egory as classified by the state. 
When the formulas for determin- 
ing risk-level were re-done, Aga- 
wam moved back into the yellow, 
or moderate risk category. Aga- 
wam has since moved back into 
the red during the past two weeks. 
Agawams last reported average 
daily incidence rate per 100,000 
is 52.4, a higher number than the 
Dec. 10 numbers. There have been 
30,302 tests administered in to 
the town and Agawam was sched- 
uled to host a COVID-19 testing 
site at Six Flags New England on 
Monday. The town-sponsored test 
side was only for Agawam resi- 
dents. 

Agawam previously had test 
sites, but they were available to 
any resident of Massachusetts. 
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Agawam is currently on break 
for the Christmas and New Year's 
holiday, but continued surge 
could result in a change in the 
current hybrid model going full 
remote. Agawam spent two weeks 
learning remotely in November, 
but returned to the hybrid model 
just before Thanksgiving. 

Agawam also recently went 
through a town hall closure as a 
result of two employees contract- 
ing the virus as well as a perceived 
positive test by Mayor William Sa- 
pelli. 

The mayor would later find 
out he had a false positive, though 
that was not the case with the 
other employees and town hall 
was Closed for almost a week. It 
would later be re-opened, but it 
is still not open to the public un- 
less a person requests an appoint- 
ment. 

Sapelli gives occasional up- 
dates on how the town is respond- 
ing to the virus on the towns web- 
site. 

The town will likely be mak- 
ing announcements in the com- 
ing months about sites where 
residents can get the COVID-19 
vaccines. Vaccines will soon be 
coming to the town, likely to be 
distributed at pharmacies like 
CVS and possibly the Stop & 
Shop. Both businesses are signed 
up to be vaccine distribution sites. 
There are currently two approved 
vaccines that are being rolled up, 
one from Pfizer, and the second, 
late last week, from Moderna. 


413.283.8393 


during the pandemic, Johnson 
said. “The mayor and I feel that 
the one-time waiver of these fees 
will help these businesses during 
their time of need. The goal is to 
get through the pandemic with 
the least amount of local busi- 
nesses and local jobs.’ 

Local and small businesses 
awnd restaurants have suffered 
during their closures and _ this 
waiver is an acknowledgment of 
the hard year these businesses 
have dealt with. 

Package stores had remained 
open during the pandemic and 
received fewer limitations and 
are not included in the waiver. 
Package stores are currently be- 
ing forced to close by 9:30 p.m. 
and non-package stores that sell 
alcohol must cease alcohol sales 
at 9:30 p.m. to comply with the 
governors order from Nov. 6. 

Sapelli sought to waive the fee 





last month, but wanted to see if 
things would look up for these 
businesses this month. The Liquor 
License Commission unanimous- 
ly voted to advise waiving the fees 
on Oct. 21, Sapelli explained that 
he wanted to wait because Dec. 
is typically a busy month for ban- 
quet halls and restaurant du to 
large group parties. 

The additional seating restric- 
tions and guidelines that have 
been placed on restaurants and 
banquet halls due to the upcom- 
ing holidays and expected spikes, 
is a further reason that encour- 
aged Sapelli to waive the fee for 
these businesses. “This is a small 
way to help businesses, were 
business friendly and we feel their 
pain.’ Sapelli said. “Now they can 
keep that money in their till, it’s 
not a lot but it can help their ex- 
penses. The Mayors Office and 
City Council is business friendly 





Winter begins 


and felt that this waiver would 
help to show that. 

Last Friday, Sapelli said he was 
confident that the waiver would 
be approved by the council and 
the council would show support 
for the affected businesses. 

There will be a revenue loss 
from the waiver. Sapelli estimates 
the town will lose about $55,000. 
To absorb the loss, Sapelli said 
there is extra money in differ- 
ent areas of the budget, as well 
as some CARES Act funds and 
grants that can help as well. 

“Were in a good position, we 
can certainly cover a short fall of 
55,000 from other areas where we 
saved money. Sapelli said. 

He says the town government 
is in favor of helping out the busi- 
nesses who have suffered this year 
and this holiday season, as they 
will decide on waiving the fee for 
licenses starting on Jan. 1, 2021. 











Bobby Johnson runs a town snowblower on one of the sidewalks on Main Street in the aftermath of the first major snow- 
storm of the season last Thursday. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL| 





Local man sentenced for defrauding VA hospitals 


BOSTON - A vendor for sever- 
al Veterans Affairs medical facili- 
ties was sentenced today for de- 
frauding the VA by creating false 
invoices and reports for medical 
gas inspections that never took 
place. 

Chester Wojcik, 49, of Aga- 
wam, Mass., was sentenced by 
US. District Court Judge Mark G. 


Mastroianni to two years of pro- 
bation. In August 2020, Wojcik 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
wire fraud. 

Wojcik, as the owner of Alli- 
ance Medical Gas Corporation, 
engaged in a scheme from May 
29, 2014, through March 5, 2015 to 
defraud the VA by creating false 
invoices and reports for medical 


gas inspections that never took 
place. Medical gas supply systems 
deliver piped gases, including 
compressed air, nitrous oxide, 
nitrogen and carbon dioxide into 
operating rooms, recovery rooms 
and patient rooms. Medical gas 
supply systems must be inspected 
and maintained regularly to en- 
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Eucharistic 
Adoration at 
ot. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are wel- 
come and invited to join us 
at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 833 Main Street, 
for Eucharistic Adoration, 
Wednesdays, 12 noon to 
5:45 p.m. with Holy Mass at 
6:00 p.m. Come and spend 
some time in quiet prayer 
with our Lord Jesus Christ, 
present in the Eucharist. 


ATTY ANTHONY C. 
BONAVITA 


TRIAL ATTORNEY 


- } ‘d . | ss i X A 6 - 
~~“ 1380 Main St., Suite 410 
Springfield, MA 


Se Habla Espanol 
Pregunta por Marisol 
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Digging out 


a * on 


A snowblowing machine makes its way down Springfield Street clearing out the sidewalk following 
last week’s storm that dumped a little more than foot of snow locally. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


scarf donations sought 


AGAWAM - Loaves and Fishes is in desperate need of 
White socks, Scarves, Hats and Gloves. Most especially 
since COVID-19 hit us all last March, the number of folks in 
need of extra help in our communities has increased dra- 
matically. You may bring your generous donations to the 
Sacred Heart Parish Center at 1061 Springfield Street in 
Feeding Hills. There will be a basket in the entry way just as 
you come through the first set of doors. Donations will be 
accepted through February 2021. Please call Pastoral Min- 
ister Deb Briancesco RN with any questions at 786.8200 
ext. 3. 
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Discount tickets 
available for 2021 Big E 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Give the gift of fair fun in 2021 
and put The Big E under the tree. 

Big E advance discount tickets, Value Passes, and Mid- 
way and Cream Puff vouchers are available for sale, just in 
time for holiday giving! 

Get your tickets to the 2021 Big E, which takes place 
Sept. 17 to Oct. 3, online at TheBigE.com and at the Box Of- 
fice, which is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday 
through Dec. 23. 

Ticket options available are: 

Single Day admission tickets — $12 adults/$8 children 
6-12 

17-Day Value Passes — $40 adults/$20 children age 6-12. 
This offer includes four FREE Giant Slide tickets for each 
Value Pass sold. 

Opening Day tickets (good for use on Sept. 17 only) - 
$10 

Midway Magic Vouchers - $25 

Six-pack of Big E Cream Puffs - $25 

All tickets, passes and vouchers are “print at home” 
documents, making the gift a perfect last-minute shop- 
ping option. To learn more, visit www.TheBigE.com/holi- 
daytickets. 

The 2021 Big E will be jam-packed with food, entertain- 
ment, and so much more! Visit TheBigE.com to sign up for 
emails and connect on social media to be the first to re- 
ceive exclusive information. 


DEFRAUD 


sure the safety of patients and medical professionals, and 
to prevent gas leaks, explosions and other safety hazards. 
Wojcik failed to perform scheduled inspections of medical 
gas systems at VA facilities in Sioux Falls, $.D., Tuskegee, 
Ala. and Montgomery, Ala. and later lied to VA facilities 
and federal investigators about the offense. Wojcik was 
paid $8,981 by the VA for services that his company did not 
perform. 

United States Attorney Andrew E. Lelling; Christopher 
Algieri, Special Agent in Charge of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, Office of Inspector General, Northeast 
Field Office; and Joseph R. Bonavolonta, Special Agent in 
Charge of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Boston Field 
Division made the announcement today. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Elysa Q. Wan of Lelling’s Health Care Fraud Unit 
prosecuted the case. 
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WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TITAN@TALKS 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 


AN tal th 12 WG S + TUESDAY, JAN. 12/6 PM EST 


dine & Perforuning Arts 
ACADEMICS 


Entrepreneurship, Kconomics & Finance 


Middle School 


THURSDAY, JAN. 14 / 6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 19 / 6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 21 / 6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 26 / 6 PM EST 


INTERNATIONAL e WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27 / 7:30 AM EST 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 
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Anderson Wayne Merrill 
October 14, 2020 


Parents: Derrick Merrill and Brihana Hersom, Hampden 
Grandparents: Rick and Caroline Hersom, Agawam 
Linda Chabot, Hampden, Clifford Merrill, Enfield, CT 








Declan Thomas Costa 
June 1, 2020 


Parents: Anthony and Megan Costa, Agawam 
Grandparents: David and Despina Costa, Agawam 
Thomas and Louise Moriarty, Feeding Hills 


Writing contest 
deadline extended 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Cultural Council is spon- 
soring a writing competition for all Agawam Public 
School students. The topic is “Facing the Challenges 
of the Coronavirus - How did you do it?” Entries will 
be accepted from October 15, 2020 through December 
31, 2020, and the winners will be chosen by members of 
the Agawam Cultural Council. Monetary prizes will be 
awarded to first, second, and third-place winning en- 
tries. The requirements for entry into this competition 
can be found on the ACC website and by contacting the 
librarians for each of the schools in Agawam. If you have 
any questions, please contact Mary Jane Augusti at (413) 
241-7196 or by email to: maryjane.augusti@gmail.com. 

For more information on the activities and virtual 
offerings of the Agawam Cultural Council during the 
current pandemic stay-at-home order, please visit their 
web site, at: www.agawamcc.org. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is an all-volunteer 
local partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. The 
ACC is charged with bringing engaging, entertaining, 
and educational events and opportunities in the arts, 
humanities, and sciences, to children and adults from 
Agawam and the surrounding communities. 
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Emerson Anne Smith 


October 25, 2020 


Parents: Hayden and Rachel Begley-Smith, East Longmeadow 


Grandparents: Gerald Jr. and Kerry Smith, Agawam 
Catherine Smith, Agawam, Jeffrey and Bernice Begley, Palmer 
Great Grandparents: Gerald Sr. and Anne Smith, Agawam 
David Burgess, Palmer 


Tree collection 
Set for first 
week of 2021 


AGAWAM - The Depart- 
ment of Public Works is 
pleased to announce that 
Republic Services will be 
providing a collection of 
Christmas Trees during the 
week of January 4th - 8th. 

“Christmas trees will be 
collected on the same day 
as scheduled trash collec- 
tion. Please be aware that 
the regular trash truck will 
not be collecting trees, a 
separate truck will be run- 
ning for the collection of 
trees. 

*Christmas trees 7 or 
larger must be cut in half 
and placed on the tree belt 
no earlier than 7am of the 
collection day listed above. 

“Trees in plastic bags 
will not be collected. 

*It is not the responsibil- 
ity of the hauler to dig out 
trees buried in the snow 
due to plowing or excessive 
snowfall prior to the sched- 
uled collection days. 

“In the event of a snow 
delay during the scheduled 
collection week, residents 
should make alternative 
arrangements to recycle 
their trees at the Bondis 
Island Landfill. Collection 
routes for trees will not be 
re-scheduled. 

* Residents may dispose 
of trees prior to or after the 
scheduled collection days 
at the Bondis Island Land- 
fill. 


PLEASE 
RECYCLE 
THIS 
NEWSPAPER 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Crow species 

4. Partner to flow 

7. Male offspring 

8. Sedate 

10. Orange beverage 

12. Pair of small 
hand drums 

13. 12th month of 
Jewish civil year 

14. Former Pirates 
Star Jason 

16. Computer 
company 

17. Made angry 

19. Beverage 
container 

20. Charlize Theron 
film “Flux” 

21. Localities 

25. Consume 

26. Don’t know 
when yet 

2/. Bed style 

29. Make a low, 
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continuous 
sound 

30. Wrath 

31. Pollinates 
flowers 

32. Association 

39. Prejudice 

41. Unhealthy 

42. Hasidic religious 
leader 

43. Distinctive 
philosophy 

44. Short-term 
memory 

45. In a good way 

46. Emperors of 
Ethiopia 

48. Imaginary line 

49. Of barium 

50. One’s sense of 
self-esteem 

51. Man who 
behaves 
dishonorably 

52. Monetary unit 





Francesca Maria 





Ferrentino 
July 18, 2020 


Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow 
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow 
Francesco and Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow 
Great-Grandparents: Noemia Rosa Tereso, Ludlow 

Mattea Maria Gisolfi, Longmeadow 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Rear of 
(nautical) 

2. He minds the 
net 

3. Ring-shaped 
objects 

4,When you hope 
to get there 

5. Young children 

6. Beloved hobbit 

8. Pigpen 

9. Wish harm upon 

11. Quick=eyed 
(Scottish) 

14. Scrooge’s 
phrase “___ 
Humbug” 

15. One more 

18. A ballplayer 
who only hits 

19. Once vital TV 
part 

20. Sixth month of 
Jewish civil year 


22. Advantage 

23. Type of tree 

24. Luke’s mentor 
__-Wan 

2/. Life stories 

28. Vase 

29. Tiny 

31. Package (abbr.) 

32. A photog’s tool 

33. Wood 

34. One of the six 
noble gases 
(abbr.) 

35. Pueblo people 
of New Mexico 

36. Wild goats 

37. A way to 
comply 

38. Horatio _, 
British admiral 

39. Actress Leslie 

40. Sir Newton 

44. Pouch 

47. Have already 
done 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Yes, Virginia. There 
is a Santa Claus! 


No one could have realized it back 
in 1897, but that’s when the New York 
Sun published what was to become 
an iconic part of local journalism his- 
tory. The Sun printed what is now the 
most widely read letter to a newspaper. 
It was sent by an 8-year-old New York 
City girl named Virginia O'Hanlon. The 
response to her letter by editorial writ- 
er Francis Pharcellus Church is a mes- 
sage of love, magic and hope. Consid- 
ering this past year, we imagine many 
readers could use a generous serving of 
that next to a plate of Christmas cook- 
ies. So, here is the full text of that his- 
toric letter: 


Dear Editor, 


Iam 8& years old. 

Some of my little friends say 
there is no Santa Claus. 

Papa says, “If you see it in The 
Sun, it’s so.” 

Please tell me the truth, is there 
a Santa Claus? 


Virginia O'Hanlon 


Virginia, your little friends are 
wrong. 

They have been affected by the 
skepticism of a skeptical age. They do 
not believe except they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not com- 
prehensible by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men's 
or childrens, are little. In this great uni- 
verse of ours man is a mere insect, an 
ant, in his intellect, as compared with 
the boundless world about him, as 
measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole truth and knowl- 
edge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as love and gen- 
erosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus! It would be 
as dreary as if there were no Virginias. 
There would be no childlike faith then, 
no poetry, no romance to make tolera- 
ble this existence. We should have no 
enjoyment, except in sense and sight. 
The eternal light with which childhood 
fills the world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire men 
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ- 
mas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even 
if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? No- 
body sees Santa Claus, but that is no 
sign that there is no Santa Claus. The 
most real things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men can see. 
Did you ever see fairies dancing on 
the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no 
proof that they are not there. Nobody 
can conceive or imagine all the won- 
ders there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world. 

You tear apart the babys rattle 
and see what makes the noise inside, 
but there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could 
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance can push aside that cur- 
tain and view and picture the supernal 
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? 
Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is 
nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives 
and he lives forever. A thousand years 
from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10 
thousand years from now, he will con- 
tinue to make glad the heart of child- 
hood. 





“NOSIGNAL 
IN THE 


AU 1M 
| GETTING | | 
-ssnow/ 


, ry 
Le ; i oe 
en). / 
| Pe Li 
” ee I, | ity r 
‘ t;, i 
i 


OF a 


_ 


| VE GRANLIN a) cieiiitiarsinaadeus 


aarti ‘ Fe is te 


ce & 


i 


FAITH MATTERS 





Ordinary Faith 


By Ken Blanchard 


Thoughts often turn to the Virgin Mary at this 
time of year. We each probably have our own ideas 
about that, but most can agree that Mary was just 
a poor Jewish girl. She was an ordinary human be- 
ing, just like you and me, even though her response 
to God's makes her a role model of faith, obedi- 
ence, servanthood, and discipleship. According to 
Christian tradition, God chose an ordinary human 
being to be the vessel for the birth of the Son of 
God. “How can this be?” Mary asks. “Nothing will 
be impossible with God, the angel says to her. In 
the same way, you and I - ordinary human beings 
— are called to do something extraordinary too. We 
are called to live as God’s children, to show the way 
of hope, peace, joy and love. God called ordinary 
people then, and he calls ordinary people now. 

Christian tradition tells us God didn't go to the 
religious authorities and government leaders, but 
to humble, lowly shepherds to announce the birth 
of the Messiah. Then, in an ordinary stable, a baby 
was born to two ordinary people. Everyone heard 
the call of God, each in their own way, and they re- 
sponded in faith. The call of God comes to ordinary 
human beings, like the shepherds, like Mary; like 
Joseph; like you and me. And it is through ordinary 
people with ordinary faith - not only Christian 
faith - that the extraordinary happens. God choos- 
es the simple to confound the wise. God chooses 
the weak to shame the strong. God chooses the 
ordinary to do something extraordinary. Mary un- 
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derstood clearly that even though she was not per- 
fect, she was blessed. So are we. 

God acts in ordinary human lives. God inter- 
venes in miraculous ways, and also in small, subtle 
ways over time...whatever works best in getting 
our attention. We might respond initially in awe 
or fear or wonder or amazement. We might even- 
tually work our way through our questions to un- 
derstanding and commitment and faith. With God, 
nothing is impossible. Ordinary faith. 

God’s call can intrude into our ordinary lives 
in any number of ways, but it always demands a 
response. That response is captured in Luke 1:38: 
“Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant! Let it happen 
as you have said. Perfect submission. Ordinary 
faith. Despite her surprise, despite the misgivings 
and concerns she undoubtedly had, Mary accepted 
it, and submitted to God's will. That’s also how we 
should respond to the surprises in our own lives, 
especially the surprising call of God, bringing us to 
places we never dreamed we would be, to do things 
we never thought we could do, to be the kind of 
people God is calling us to be. It means we need 
to relinquish control. We don't really control any- 
thing anyway - even our own lives - so we might 
as well say: “Not my will, but yours be done. All it 
takes is ordinary faith. 

Sometimes we find ourselves surrounded by 
indescribable joy. Sometimes we are called to 
go through excruciating pain. Sometimes we are 
overcome by events that are heartbreakingly sad. 
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No Christmas assembly this year 


In September of 1956, some of us 63’s had Dor- 
othy Harris as their sixth-grade teacher. She had 
been at the Springfield St. school but the new Coo- 
per St. high school in 1955 made room 
in the Main St. school for sixth graders. 
Rehearsing for the Christmas assem- 
bly went better for her when Raymond 
Wright and I were sent out into the hall- 
way because we couldnt sing in tune. 
Neither of us minded, the hall was defi- 
nitely more fun. 

In 1957 the 63's got big-time, you 


sang O Holy Night. A 12-year-old who could sing 
like an adult. Every Christmas we think of Gary 
who now lives up in Huntington. We like to hear 
Rufus Wainwright on the computer sing- 
ing O Holy Night in French. Beautiful. 
When Gary was in fifth grade, he was 
brought around to other schools to sing 
at Christmas time. At AHS he was in the 
school musical all four years. As a fresh- 
man he was a cadet in “Best Foot For- 
ward. Next year he was Pappy Yokum 
in “Lil Abner.’ As a junior he was Sitting 
Bull in “Annie Get Your Gun.’ Then in his 





know, one teacher for each subject. 
Our English teacher, Esther Dillon, the 
young lady Jimmy Piersall wanted to 


last year he was the lead playing Conrad 
Birdie in “ Bye Bye Birdie. No standing 








stay with back in ‘54, had us rehearsing 
for the Christmas Pageant. The charac- 
ters had no lines. All they had to do was 
walk out on the stage when their scene 
occurred. Mary, Joseph, Wise Men, shep- 
herds etc. An 11-year-old boy was to be 
the narrator. For two weeks he had to 
practice for ten or 15 minutes at the end 
of English class. Two pages of typewrit- 
ten material. It wasnt fun. 

My second-best memory of that 
Christmas Pageant was when Gary Cole 


Gary Cole 





out in the hall for Gary. He is still singing 

and his church group will be on Channel 
15 at 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Wonder 
if his three great grandchildren will be 
watching. I know we will. 

If youre homebound and guest-free 
this Christmas, try getting Rufus Wain- 
wright, Celine Dion, Andrea Bocelli or 
otlher great voices on the computer. You 
wont catch COVID and it might cheer 
you up. Merry Christmas to all and Stay 
Safe. 


PHONE 


413.283.8393 
Fax: 413.283.7107 
Subscriptions: 800.824.6548 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
John Baskin 
joaskin@turley.com 


Interim Editor 
Gregory Scibellli 
aan@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
cgriswold@turley.com 


$35 per year pre-paid 
($40 out of state) 
Newsstand $1.00 


WEB 
www.agawamadvertiser 
news.turley.com 


Ei @ Agawam Advertiser 
- News 


The Agawam Advertiser News 
is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 





LETTERS TO THE ED- 
ITOR must include a 
name, address, and day- 
time telephone number 
for author verification 
purposes. We do not pub- 
lish anonymous letters. 
All letters are subject to 
editing for content and 
length. The deadline is 
Monday at noon. Please 
send letters to Agawam 
Advertiser News, care of 
Turley Publications Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, or e-mail aan@ 
turley.com. 


AGAWAM 


ADVERTISER NEWS 


The Agawam Advertiser News 
(USPS 001-170) is published every 
Thursday by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 
01069. Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax (413) 289-1977. 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


INTERIM EDITOR 
Greg Scibellli 
aan@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 
Peter Spotts 
peterspotts@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
John Baskin 
jbaskin@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@AgawamAdvertiserNews 


WEB 
Www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 








December 24,2020 =«Oi'T 


COA conducting 
community assessment 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Council on Aging, in part- 
nership with the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission and 
representatives from several municipal departments and 
committees, is seeking input from older adults and people 
who provide care for older adults in Agawam. 

The Age & Dementia Friendly Agawam working group 
has developed a survey to gather input from older adults 
and their caregivers on a number of aspects of the commu- 
nity that make it a good place in which to grow old. With 
the results of this survey, and public forums that will be 
scheduled after the first of the year, the group will develop 
a Community Assessment and Action Plan. 

This report will be submitted to the AARP and Demen- 
tia Friendly Massachusetts, providing the town with offi- 
cial designation as an Age and Dementia Friendly Commu- 
nity and a road map for changes that can be made to the 
social and built environments to make the Town a more 
welcoming place for people of all ages and abilities. 

“Aging is not new to many communities who have 
been seeing their demographic make-ups getting older, 
acknowledged Michael Squindo, Director of the Agawam 
Council on Aging, “and given all that has been going on 
with COVID, now is the perfect moment to understand 
how these changing demographics will affect the way we 
plan and meet the needs of an aging population now span- 
ning multiple decades within the demographic of ‘older 
adults. Meeting the needs of the older residents inherently 
makes a community better for residents of all ages; wheth- 
er it is improved infrastructure and access to services, 
or using technology to provide greater access to public 
meetings and social opportunities, everyone will be better 
served when we apply an Age-Friendly lens to understand- 
ing the needs of our community. 

The Age and Dementia Friendly Agawam project is part 
of a larger Age Friendly Pioneer Valley initiative that the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission is leading with fund- 
ing from the Tufts Health Plan Foundation. Through this 
initiative, PVPC is providing technical assistance to com- 
munities in the PVPC service area (Hampden and Hamp- 
shire Counties) to help them become Age and Dementia 
Friendly and to complete community assessments and 
action plans. 

The initiative also includes quarterly meetings of an Age 
Friendly Pioneer Valley Collaborative, where individuals 
from communities working on Age and Dementia Friendly 
activities can share information and experience and learn 
from experts in the “eight domains of livability, the World 
Health Organizations model for the aspects of the social 
and built environments that contribute to a community's 
Age Friendliness. 

“We are excited to be assisting the communities in our 
service area to become more Age and Dementia Friendly, 
commented Becky Basch, Senior Planner with the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission. “The COVID-19 pandemic 
has accentuated issues such as social isolation and trans- 
portation that many older adults face in non-COVID times. 
We believe it’s a critical time for all communities to under- 
stand how the social and built environment can support 
the needs of older adults so that they can participate more 
fully in their communities’ 

The Agawam Livable Community Survey is posted on 
the Council on Aging website at https://www.agawam. 
ma.us/560/Council-on-Aging-Senior-Center and is also 
available in hard copy form (contact the COA staff at 413- 
726-2835 to request a hard copy). The online survey will be 
available in Spanish and Russian by Jan. 1 and will be open 
through the end of January 2021. 

All respondents may enter a drawing to receive a Stop 
and Shop gift card once the survey is closed. For more in- 
formation on the Age Friendly Community effort, contact 
Becky Basch at bbasch@pvpc.org. 

Survey Link: https://forms.gle/p2jQsMJjurZFMJst6 
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Six Flags is extending its Holiday in the Park Lights event to Jan. 3. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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oix Flags New England extends its holiday season 


AGAWAM - Six Flags New England—the Holiday Cap- 
ital of New England, will be extending its Holiday in the 
Park Lights through Sunday, January 3 in accordance with 
the state of Massachusetts guidelines. Due to popular de- 
mand guests can now experience an additional week of 
holiday fun. 

Holiday in the Park Lights is free to all 2020 Members 
and Season Pass holders with discounted day-tickets avail- 
able at sixflags.com/newengland. 

Holiday in the Park Lights features more than one mil- 
lion dazzling lights, beautifully adorned Christmas trees 
and an extraordinary synchronized light display; 

Enchanting characters, warm s more fire-pits and state- 
of-the-art décor throughout the display; 

This one-way magical walk-thru surely delights guests 
of all ages with the sights, sounds and delicious tastes of 
the holiday season; and 

While the property’ world-class rides and attractions 
will remain closed for the 2020 season, Six Flags New En- 
gland is thrilled to welcome guests back to the park and 
warm their hearts this holiday season on this whimsical 


light trail that is over one mile long! 

All event attendees will need to reserve their visit at six- 
flags.com/Treserve. 

The parks safety plan, which the company developed in 
consultation with epidemiologists, meets or exceeds feder- 
al, state, and local guidelines for sanitization, hygiene, and 
social distancing protocols. To learn more about the prop- 
ertys comprehensive safety plan visit https://www.six- 
flags.com/newengland/plan-your-visit/safety-protocols. 

Six Flags Season Passes and Memberships are current- 
ly on sale. Members can enjoy priority park entry and tre- 
mendous discounts of up to 50 perent on nearly all food 
and merchandise all season long. Gold Plus, Platinum, 
Diamond, and Diamond Elite levels are available featuring 
all the perks of a Season Pass plus other benefits including 
admission to all Six Flags branded theme and waterparks, 
preferred parking, and points that can be redeemed for 
free food, merchandise, and special experiences. Visit the 
Membership Sales Center or go online to sixflags.com for 
more information and to sign up today. 


Freedom Credit Union to support Pioneer 
Valley USO with matching donations 


SPRINGFIELD - Throughout the month of Decem- 
ber, Freedom Credit Union will partner with its mem- 
bers and the local community to raise funds to benefit 
the Pioneer Valley USO. Freedom will match total dona- 
tions made through Dec. 31 up to $2,500. 

The mission of the USO (United Service Organiza- 
tions) is to strengthen America’s military service mem- 


bers by keeping them connected to family, home and 
country throughout their service to our country. The Pi- 
oneer Valley USO, located at Westover Air Reserve Base 
in Chicopee: 

¢ Provides more than 102,000 Ibs. of food to over 
3,200 individuals annually through the Emergency Food 
Pantry 

« Supports more than 600 families with holiday food 
baskets for Thanksgiving and Christmas annually 

« Sends more than 500 care packages to deployed 
military men and women around the world 

- Is funded entirely by private donations, sponsor- 
ships and grants 

« Supports both Westover Air Reserve Base in Chi- 


copee and Barnes Air National Guard Base in Westfield. 

Donations can be made to Freedoms matching drive 
online at bit.ly/393WCzo. 

“We wanted to do something to help care for those 
who sacrifice so much for our freedom,’ said President 
Glenn Welch. “The Pioneer Valley USO was set up in the 
1940s to help local service families in need by serving 
meals and providing food through a pantry at Westover 
Air Reserve Base. With all the challenges this year, the 
organization has experienced a dip in donations, and 
wed like to help fix this’ 

“During this holiday season, there are about 220,000 
American men and women on active duty in 100 coun- 
tries who will not be home for the holidays, said Allan 
Tracy, executive director, Pioneer Valley USO. “We ap- 
preciate Freedoms generosity in soliciting and match- 
ing donations to help relieve some of our service mem- 
bers’ stress by helping to ensure their families are cared 
for. 

For information about the full range of services of- 
fered by Freedom Credit Union, visit freedom.coop. 
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AGAWAM - ‘The second half of the seventeenth season 
of the Agawam Cultural Council's popular Applause Series 
gets underway on Friday, January 8, 2021with the return of 
the captivating acoustic rock duo CO2. A videotaped re- 
cording of their January, 2019 Applause Series performance 
will be presented on the Town of Agawam’s public access 
channel (Agawam TV15) at 7:00 pm and streamed from 
the “Watch” button on www.agawammedia.tv for those 
residing outside of Agawam. This performance is also be- 
ing shown on the Town of Southwick'’s TV15 at 7pm and 
streamed from the “Watch Channel 15° button on www. 
southwickma.org/channel-15-public-access. Those who 
wish to watch on a smart device at a different time should 
email r.kadis@comcast.net for a link for the performance. 

Vocalist Mike Scott and _ guitarist/vocalist Mark 
Wassung, known for beautifully blended harmonies, will 
perform hits from the Everly Brothers, Simon & Garfunkel, 
Johnny Cash, Neil Diamond and others. Scott and Wassung 
have more than 30 years of experience singing and play- 
ing guitar in front of audiences. Motivated by the love and 
enjoyment of music, they have performed together as CO2 
at venues throughout Massachusetts and Connecticut. The 
duos success continues to grow, and this show will demon- 
strate the reasons why. 

Production sponsors for CO2 are CHH Engraving Pro- 
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motional Marketing and Kyle and Roberta Miller. The Aga- 
wam Cultural Council also thanks the Agawam Special 
Police, Elaine Carlson, Hampden County Sheriff Nick Coc- 
chi, and OMG, Inc. for their generous support as Applause 
Series season sponsors. 

In lieu of the free will donations the Agawam Cultural 
Council (ACC) normally accepts at the conclusion of all its 
events, (which support fully 40% of the cost of each per- 
formance), the council asks viewers to consider making a 
properly “socially distanced” donation to support efforts to 
“Give Back to the Community” by visiting the ACC web site 
www.agawamcc.org and clicking on the green “Donate” 
button. A check in any amount, payable to the Agawam 
Cultural Council, may also be sent to: Agawam Cultural 
Council, Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam MA 01001. 

For more information on the activities and virtual of- 
ferings of the Agawam Cultural Council during the stay- 
at-home order, please visit their web site, www.agawamcc. 
org. The Agawam Cultural Council is an all-volunteer lo- 
cal partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. The ACC is 
charged with bringing engaging, entertaining, and edu- 
cational events and opportunities in the arts, humanities, 
and sciences, to children and adults from Agawam and the 
surrounding communities. 
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Harmony returns for the new year 


Acoustic rock duo C02 will ring in the new year as part of the Agawam 
Cultural Council’s popular Applause Series on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 
Mike Scott and Mark Wassung’s beautifully blended harmonies will 
be broadcast on the Town of Agawam’s public access channel and 
streamed at 7 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


COVID Q&A: Answers about new vaccine 


SPRINGFIELD — Now there is really some- 
thing to celebrate this holiday season when it 
comes to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The CDC - after the FDAs decision on 
Friday to grant emergency authorization for 
the coronavirus vaccine - has formally signed 
off on a recommendation from the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices for 
Pfizer's vaccine to be used in people 16 and 
older. The CDC recommendation comes 
after the FDAs decision on Friday to grant 
emergency authorization for the vaccine. 

However, most of the general public will 
have to wait until April to be vaccinated as 
healthcare workers and those at risk are to 
receive the shot first. 

“The COVID-19 vaccines hopefully can 
bring some normalcy back to our daily lives 
in the later part of next year, depending on 
how many will get vaccinated. We expect 
that at least in the short term, people will still 
need to continue to wear masks and follow 
social distancing. While the vaccine is shown 
to be very effective in preventing symptom- 
atic infection, it is not 100% and is still un- 
clear how much it can prevent asymptomatic 
infection that allows disease transmission, 
said Dr. Armando Paez, chief, Infectious Dis- 
ease Division, Baystate Health. 

“With the current surge, the availability of 
vaccine will definitely help those vulnerable 
populations at risk of severe infection and 
death from COVID-19. There are still deaths 
occurring attributed to COVID-19 in Mas- 
sachusetts, up to 60 in one day recently, al- 
though the cumulative deaths are not as high 
as during the first surge, he added. 

Still public support is split on the vaccine: 
60 percent of people said they were likely to 
get the shot, a recent Pew poll found, while 
more than 20 percent were strongly opposed. 

It is still unknown exactly how many peo- 
ple need to be vaccinated against or infected 
with COVID-19 to achieve “herd immunity, 
noted Dr. Paez. 

“Experts estimate it will be in the range 
of 70-80%. We know that within 90 days fol- 
lowing COVID-19 that reinfection is unlikely, 
however, reinfection has been reported after 
that. We do not know at this time for how 
long the vaccine will offer protection from 
COVID-19. Based on available data, the Pfiz- 
er vaccine is safe and very effective. Most side 
effects like injection site reaction, fatigue and 
headache resolve in 1-2 days. I believe one 
needs to look at the vaccine in the context 
of potential complications from COVID-19 
illness compared to the side effects of the 
vaccine, then will realize how this vaccine 
can prevent serious illness for you and those 
around you, he said. 

The following Q&A will answer many of 
the questions you may have about the vac- 
cine: 

Q: Who will be first to get the Pfizer vac- 
cine in Massachusetts? 

A: Among those who will receive the vac- 
cine first as part of “Phase One’ are front-line 
health care workers and long-term care staff 
and residents. They will be followed by police, 
firefighters, and emergency medical workers, 
home-based health workers, and other “non- 
COVID facing” health workers, according to 


the states distribution plan. As for “Phase 
Two’ priority groups, it will include residents 
with two or more chronic illnesses, essential 
workers such as teachers, transit employees 
and food, sanitation, public works, and pub- 
lic health workers, according to the state's 
priority list. After that will come adults who 
are 65 and over and individuals with one 
co-morbidity making them at higher risk for 
COVID-19. The vaccine will be available to 
the general public beginning in April as part 
of “Phase Three.’ 

Q: Where can I get the vaccine? 

A: While details are still being worked out, 
according to Massachusetts state officials, 
the vaccine will be administered to patients 
at hospitals, community health centers, and 
private medical offices. Pharmacies, includ- 
ing CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, and OSCO, 
will also have access to the vaccine and will 
be able to vaccinate their customers. And, 
officials say the vaccine “will likely also be 
made available to local health departments 
for vaccinating their local residents at public 
clinics.” Massachusetts residents can check 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion’s (CDC) interactive website, vaccinefind- 
er.org, to see where a COVID-19 vaccine will 
be available at a public health clinic. For more 
information, you can also contact your pri- 
mary health care provider, local pharmacy, or 
local health department to see if, and when, 
they will have the vaccine available. 

Q: Do the COVID-19 vaccines have side 
effects? 

A: As with any medicine or vaccine, there 
will likely be some side effects with COVID 
vaccines. Based on data reported for the 
initial trials of both the Pfizer and Moder- 
na vaccines in adults, there do not appear 
to be serious adverse events or safety issues 
related to these vaccines. Both Pfizer's and 
Modernas vaccines do seem to cause mild or 
moderate side effects for up to 50% of people 
within the first few hours and days of both 
the first and second doses of each. These side 
effects include fever, headache, muscle aches, 
fatigue, and soreness and/or redness at the 
site of injection in the arm. The CDC and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
will be closely monitoring reports and the lat- 
est news can be found on their websites. The 
CDC and the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) are encouraging the public to report 
side effects through the Vaccine Adverse 
Event Reporting System. 

Q: How effective is the vaccine? 

A: So far, in trials that have involved tens 
of thousands of healthy adult volunteers, 
both the Pfizer and the Moderna vaccines 
show that they are 90-95% effective in pre- 
venting COVID-19 infection. It is still too ear- 
ly to know how long the effectiveness will last. 

Q: Does the vaccine prevent transmission 
to others? 

A: The vaccine will provide a 94 to 95% 
chance that you will not get COVID 19. How- 
ever, it does not prevent transmission to oth- 
ers if you are already carrying the COVID-19 
virus. You may be spreading the virus with- 
out knowing it if you do not have symptoms. 
Therefore, it will still be necessary to wear a 
mask and practice social distancing even af- 


ter getting the vaccine. 

Q: Can I get infected from the COVID-19 
vaccine? 

A: No, it is not possible to get COVID-19 
from vaccines. The Pfizer and Moderna vac- 
cines use RNA that encodes the spike protein 
of the virus — not the “live” virus itself to stim- 
ulate immunity. None of the COVID-19 vac- 
cines can cause COVID-19. 

Q: Do I need to get the COVID-19 vaccine 
every year like the flu vaccine? 

A: It is not known yet how often a 
COVID-19 vaccine will have to be adminis- 
tered. 

Q: Will the COVID-19 vaccine be free? 

A: Currently, there is no cost to get the vac- 
cine. 

Q: How will the vaccine be given? 

A: Currently the vaccine will be an injec- 
tion, the same way flu shots are given. The 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require 2 injec- 
tions. The Pfizer vaccine has been authorized 
for emergency use and this requires a second 
dose 21 days from the first dose . The Moder- 
na vaccine, which is yet to be authorized by 
the FDA, will require a second dose 28 days 
after the first dose. 

Q: If 1 had COVID-19, do I still need to get 
the vaccine? 

A: Research is still being conducted on 
how and if the vaccine should be given to 
those who have already had the virus. Based 
on available data, the vaccine does not harm 
those who had COVID-19 when given. We 
do know that you should continue following 
safety guidelines, including wearing a mask 
and social distancing. As reinfection is less 
likely to happen to those people within 90 
days of COVID-19, the Pfizer vaccine may be 
given only after 90 days since the diagnosis. 

Q: Do I get to choose which brand of vac- 
cine I receive? 

A: At this time, the Pfizer vaccine is the 
only choice until another vaccine has been 
approved for emergency use by the FDA. 
Eventually, when there are several different 
safe and effective vaccines available, there 
may be choices. 

Q: Is there a minimum age to receive the 
vaccine? 

A: Until recently, vaccine trials did not in- 
clude children under the age of 16. Because of 
this, the Pfizer vaccine is only authorized for 
individuals 16 years and older. Pfizer has now 
included children 12 and older in current, on- 
going trials. When the results for these trials 
become available in the future, there may be 
a change in vaccine recommendations. 

Q: How long does it take for the vaccine to 
become effective? 

A: It usually takes a few weeks after receiv- 
ing the final course of a vaccine for the body 
to mount an effective immune response. 

Q: Will people still have to wear a mask 
and social distance after getting the vaccine? 

A: Yes. The current safety precautions will 
still be important including wearing masks 
and social distancing. Here are some reasons 
why: 

- As the vaccine rolls out, there will still be 
high levels of infection in our communities. 

¢ You will most likely need two doses of 
the vaccine in order to be highly protected. 


Available data show that only 52% respond to 
1 dose of the Pfizer vaccine. 

« Even though you have been vaccinated, 
it is still not 100% effective, although close to 
it. It still unclear how much asymptomatic in- 
fection can be prevented by vaccination, and 
thus the ability to transmit the virus if you get 
infected. 

Q: What was the process of developing 
the vaccine? 

A: All vaccines go through a similar test- 
ing process. Once products are created in 
the laboratory and show evidence of safety 
and effectiveness in animal models, they may 
proceed through a progressively escalating 
series of human clinical trials in volunteers. 
Progress to each “phase” of trials depends on 
success in the previous one. Phase I studies 
are small scale human trials designed to as- 
sess safety and appropriate dosing, Phase II 
trials are larger human studies that assess 
safety in more depth and laboratory measure 
of effectiveness. Phase III trials are large clin- 
ical studies that seek to address safety and 
efficacy and are generally placebo-controlled 
studies, meaning that some volunteers get 
vaccine, and some get a non-vaccine injec- 
tion. 

Q: What were the length of trials? How 
long were people followed after the vaccina- 
tion? 

A: The length of phase III vaccine trials, 
which are the large-scale ones to determine 
safety and effectiveness, is based general- 
ly on reaching enough “endpoints” to show 
that the virus is safe and working. The main 
“endpoint” is the number of COVID infec- 
tions that occur in each group — (vaccine and 
control) and how the vaccine can prevention 
infection. 

Q: What are the outcomes of the clinical 
trials? 

A: The Pfizer clinical trials showed that 
the vaccine is 95% effective in preventing in- 
fection. No serious adverse events were noted 
in these trials. 

Q: What are the vaccines made of 
and how do they work? 

A: None of the COVID-19 vaccines in de- 
velopment in the U.S. use the “live” virus that 
causes COVID-19. Both the Pfizer and the 
Moderna vaccines rely on a new technology 
called mRNA, the synthetic messenger RNA 
(mRNA). While mRNA technology is new, it 
has been studied for more than a decade and 
the COVID-19 mRNA vaccines have been 
carefully tested for safety. Not all vaccines 
work the same way. Most commonly, vac- 
cines are made from inactivated viruses or 
weakened live viruses. Vaccines use antigens 
(substances that prompt immune responses) 
to train the immune system to identify threats 
and produce antibodies. The COVID-19 vac- 
cines being tested by Pfizer and Moderna use 
the mRNA that code proteins using the host 
cells own protein-making process to make 
proteins, trigger an immune response, and 
build immunity to SARS-CoV-2 (the virus 
that causes COVID-19). 

For more information on Baystate Health, 
visit baystatehealth.org and follow us on our 
social media channels: 
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Winter Wonder drive-thru: Where the spirit of Christmas comes alive 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Eastern States 
Exposition is proud to showcase Campi- 
ti Ventures Winter Wonder Drive-Thru 
throughout the holiday season, a safe, so- 
cially distant, family-friendly event that is 
in compliance with Massachusetts guide- 
lines for Phase 3, Step 1. 

The Winter Wonder Drive-Thru, “Where 
Christmas Comes Alive, takes place on The 
Big E Fairgrounds through Jan. 3 and is a 
COVID-19 safe, audio and visual spectacu- 


lar featuring lighting, special effects and 3D 
holograms. 

Attendees will drive through the 3-acre 
Better Living Center building and enjoy an 
immersive, holiday display from the com- 
fort of their car. Effects include a “clean” 
snowstorm, singing snowmen, Santas 
elves and Santa taking to the sky. Every vis- 
it is uniquely different, allowing visitors to 
come back to see more special effects with 
each pass through the experience. 


“I wanted to bring some holiday cheer 
to a year that has been so difficult for so 
many people, said creator Frank Campi- 
ti. “Visitors can experience the magic and 
beauty of the Christmas season in a safe 
environment.’ 

This Christmas display follows a highly 
popular Halloween drive-thru in the town 
of Suffield which brought more than 1,400 
cars through the display in just two days. 

The event runs through Jan. 3 with 


daytime and nighttime showings. Tickets 
are on sale now at a cost of $15 per vehi- 
cle. Attendees enter Gate 1 of The Big E 
Fairgrounds and proceed to Door 5 of the 
Better Living Center. The event is drive-th- 
ru only, so attendees do not interact with 
people outside of their own vehicle. 
Winter Wonder hours and ticket infor- 
mation are available at: EasternStatesEx- 
position.com/winterwonder 





The Big E has attempted to offer alternative events this year due to the closure of the main fair this year. 


The Big E is doing its own version of Bright Nights this year. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Hampshire Sheriff alerts residents to ID spoofing phone scam 


Staff report 


REGION - Hampshire County Sheriff 
Patrick Cahillane is alerting residents to a 
phone scam being perpetrated in the Pio- 
neer Valley. 

The scam, commonly known as “phone 
spoofing” or “caller ID spoofing, is when a 
scammer uses caller ID spoofing technol- 
ogy to impersonate the phone numbers of 
local businesses or government agencies in 
attempt to acquire money or some sort of 
personal information. 

On Monday, Dec. 7, Sheriff Cahillane 
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Thurs., Fri. 9am-8om; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


. KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 





said his office had received several calls 
from area residents reporting that they had 
received calls from a person identifying 
themselves as an employee of the Hamp- 
shire Sheriff's Office seeking money due 
to court charges, and then requesting pay- 
ment via gift cards. 

“The Hampshire Sheriff's Office will 
never, never, call private citizens and de- 
mand payment or accept payment of any 
kind over the phone, Sheriff Cahillane 
said. “If you receive such a call, the best tac- 
tic is to simply hang up. Anyone receiving 
such a fraudulent call might also consider 


CROWN ROAST OF PORK 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 


USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


contacting their local police department, 
or notifying my office at 413-584-5911. The 
FBI website — www.fbi.gov - also has in- 
formation about how to avoid such scams.’ 

Here are some additional tips from the 
Better Business Bureau on what to do if a 
scammer calls: 

- Hang up - dont press any buttons 
and, if you received a voicemail, dont call 
the scammer back. We all like to have the 
last word, but returning the phone call may 
just give the scammer information they can 
use. 

¢ Don't trust caller ID - scammers have 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN SMOKED BUTT OR SHANK 


12/24/20 - 12/30/20 
Will Close 12/31 at 4PM 
lb Closed 1/1/2021 


technology that lets them display any num- 
ber or organization name on your screen. 

- Never give out any financial informa- 
tion — if you did not initiate the call, do not 
provide bank account, credit card or Social 
Security numbers over the phone unless 
you have thoroughly done your research 
and verified the caller. 

“The duty of the Hampshire Sheriff's Of- 
fice is to protect public safety, Sheriff Ca- 
hillane added. “We want everyone to stay 
safe, and to remember that my office will 
never make these kinds of phone calls.’ 
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Smith makes swim 
to Tennessee 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM — When Summer 
Smith was six-years-old, one of 
her friends wore the Agawam 
Piranhas swimsuit to her house. 
Smith really wanted one of her 
own. 

That's how Smith, whos a se- 
nior at Agawam High School, be- 
gan her outstanding swimming 
career. 

“One of the reasons why I de- 
cided to join the Piranhas swim 
team was because I really liked 
their swimsuit and I wanted one 
of my own, Smith said. “I just fell 
in love with the sport after that. 

Smith swam for the Piranhas 
swim team, which is run by the 
Agawam Parks and Recreation 
Department for three years. She 
then became a member of the 
U.S.A. swim team. Smith is cur- 
rently a member of the Blue Fish 
Swim Club and has never swum 
for the high school team. 

“Tve been swimming for the 
Blue Fish Swim Club for the past 
three years and it has definite- 
ly helped me a ton, Smith said. 
“Coach (Nick) Rice has made mea 
better person and a better swim- 
mer. I can't thank him enough for 
helping me.’ 


Soccer changes affecte 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION—The MIAA made 
several rule changes to the sport 
of soccer this past fall due to 
COVID-19. 

It took a couple of matches for 
the players, coaches, and referees 
to get used to the new modified 
rules. 

“It did take some time for the 
players to get used to the new 
rules. Were hoping to go back 
to soccer without modifications 
next year, said Monson girls var- 
sity soccer coach Eric Degnan. 
“The players deserve a lot of cred- 
it. You also have to give the refer- 
ees a lot of credit as well. It wasn't 
very easy for them either.’ 

Granby girls varsity soccer 
coach Robert Weaver was happy 
his players had the opportunity to 
play some matches this fall. 

“The girls were very happy just 
to be getting together, practicing 
and playing soccer while follow- 
ing the modifications, Weaver 
said. “At Granby, we had great 
backing from the school’s admin- 
istration, school committee, and 
health department.’ 

One of the rule changes was the 
elimination of throw-ins. When 
the ball crossed the touchline, the 
restart was a kick-in, which was 
the same as an indirect kick. The 
ball was placed on the spot on the 
touchline where the ball went out 
of bounds or behind it. 
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While Smith normally com- 
petes in several different events 
at her swim meets, her favorite 
event is the 400-individual med- 
ley. It's the combination of the 
backstroke, breaststroke, butter- 
fly, and freestyle. 

“My two best strokes are prob- 
ably the backstroke and butterfly, 
Smith said. “I've been doing those 
two strokes for a very long time 
and they come natural to me. 

Because of COVID-19, Smith 
has competed in just one meet 
during the past eight months. 

“It has given me some ex- 
tra time to do some out of wa- 
ter training, she said. “I did 
compete in a recent meet and 
it went very well. It was my 
first meet since last March’ 
After graduating from Agawam 
High School next spring, Smith 
will be moving to Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee where she ll be joining the 
University of Tennessee women's 
swim and diving team. 

“The culture of the swim team 
at the University of Tennessee 
is better than I could have ever 
imagined, Smith said. “All of the 
coaches are outstanding, and all 
of the swimmers work very hard. 
It’s a perfect fit for me.’ 

Smith recently signed her Na- 


Girls soccer adjusted to the modified rules of soccer, which included no throw-ins 


NE Mal 


Summer Smith was one of three Agawam athletes to recently sign to play college athletics. She will swim at the University of 


Tennessee next year. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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and goalies could not punt over the half line. FILE PHOTOS 





Boys soccer had to do without head balls, a big part of the attack game. 
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Several unknowns for 
winter sports season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - In Western Massa- 
chusetts, winter sports are sched- 
uled to begin in early January, but 
that is pending the creation of 
a new schedule and the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference forming geographic 
“bubble” leagues for basketball 
and hockey, as well as swimming. 

In November, the PVIAC 
agreed to go ahead with winter 
sports, but made a number of rul- 
ings: 

« Compete in a bubble that will 
limit contact with fewer athletes 
(schools). 

« Start date for winter sports 
January 4, 2021 through February 
20, 2021 

« The scheduled amount of 
games will be: Team sports (Bas- 
ketball, Swimming, Ice Hockey) 
10-12 Skiing 5-6 contest 

« No independent varsity con- 
tests, only those given by sched- 
ulers. 

« Spectators for Indoor Games 
TBD. 

¢ Out of season coaching: There 
will be no out of season coaching 
during the Winter Season 

¢ Strongly recommend no cap- 
tains practices. 

With the recent rollout of a 
vaccine as well as a second one 
now in the pipeline that could ac- 


celerate the vaccination process, 
it is unclear if decisions made 
about fans will be revisited at 
some point. 

Another decision that must be 
made is what schools will be par- 
ticipating in the winter season. 

Changes that have already 
been made for the season include 
the addition of Southwick to the 
winter ranks. Southwick’s school 
committee did not allow the 
school to participate in the fall 
season, but has agreed to support 
the winter season. Southwick has 
boys and girls basketball as well 
as ice hockey. 

Belchertown, while it will al- 
low swimming and _ basketball, 
hockey is not being allowed 
due to the fact the UMass prac- 
tice rink, their home ice, is not 
available. Belchertown’ school 
committee confirmed other op- 
tions for Belchertown would be 
in communities that currently in 
the red status for being labeled 
“high-risk” for COVID-19 spread. 
Belchertown is one of the towns 
not allowed to play other schools 
that have the red designation. 

Holyoke High School, which 
ceased its fall season on Oct. 21, 
is set to participate in the win- 
ter season with basketball and 
swimming, but can only do so if it 
gets out of the red by Dec. 24 and 
remains out of the red until the 
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T-Birds announce massive teddy bear donation 


SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield Thun- 
derbirds Foundation is pleased to an- 
nounce a donation of over 1,000 teddy 
bears and stuffed animals to local charita- 
ble partners, the culmination of a success- 
ful Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss presented 
by Teddy Bear Pools & Spas, that was held 
on Saturday, Dec. 12 outside of the Mass- 
Mutual Center in downtown Springfield. 

This morning, the Thunderbirds mascot 
Boomer, along with staff members, made 
deliveries of hundreds of stuffed animals 
to Square One, Center for Human Develop- 
ment (CHD), Boys and Girls Club of Spring- 
field, and the Boys & Girls Club, Family 
Center in Springfield. 

“Our holiday celebrations are looking 
much different this year, but the Spring- 
field Thunderbirds have proven that with 
a bit of creativity and careful planning, the 
children in our community can still expe- 
rience the magic of the season,’ says Kris- 
tine Allard, Vice President of Development 
& Communications, Square One. “We are 
so grateful to Nate Costa and the entire 
Thunderbirds community for keeping the 
tradition of the Teddy Bear Toss alive. Our 
children will be overjoyed!” 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual Teddy Bear Toss event was much 
different than previous years. Instead of 
tossing the bears onto the ice after the first 
T-Birds first goal during a home game in 
December, fans brought their new teddy 
bears or stuffed animals down and ‘tossed’ 
them out of their vehicles as part of the 
Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss at the Mass- 
Mutual Center on the corner of Main St. 
and Bruce Landon Way. Boomer, the Nice- 
box Icebox, and front office staff were pres- 
ent to collect donations and properly pack- 
age and sanitize them. Those that couldnt 
make it that day also donated at the Thun- 
derbirds office, at Teddy Bear Pools & Spas 
in Chicopee, the Springfield Visitor Center, 
or at New Valley Bank's new headquarters 
located in Monarch Place in downtown 
Springfield. 

“The T-Birds and their loyal fans have 
again stepped up to bring holiday joy to 


children and families receiving services in 
CHD programs across western Massachu- 
setts, said Ben Craft, CHD’s Vice President 
of Community Engagement. “We deeply 
appreciate the Thunderbirds organizations 
partnership and strong commitment to 
our community, and we cant wait to get 
back to the arena to cheer them on when 
it’s safe to do so. 

The virtual and drive-thru version of 
the Teddy Bear Toss kicked off on #Giv- 
ingTuesday, the annual global movement 
that encourages people to do good and 
support nonprofits, encouraging fans that 
couldnt physically attend the event to do- 
nate to the Thunderbirds’ Foundation and 
sponsor a bear. Over 250 bears were spon- 
sored by local and national supporters of 
the Teddy Bear Toss through donations to 
the Thunderbirds Foundation, including a 
significant number donated by Balise Auto 
Group. 

“We are amazed and grateful at the out- 
pouring of support for the Drive-Thru Ted- 
dy Bear Toss” said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “Teddy Bear Toss is a staple 
event for the Thunderbirds, and our fans 
came out in full support. We can't thank 
our fans, partners, and those that donat- 
ed to our Foundation enough to be able to 
bring smiles to children at this time of year. 

The Thunderbirds extend a special 
thank you to all of their partners that 
stepped up and were able to make this 
event a reality, including: Teddy Bear Pools 
& Spas, Balise Auto Group, Western Mass 
News, the Springfield Business Improve- 
ment District & downtown Visitor's Center, 
New Valley Bank & Trust and Dunkin’. The 
Thunderbirds also would like to thank their 
teddy bear delivery partner, BMW of West 
Springfield. 

The Thunderbirds Teddy Bear Toss was 
established in 2016, whereby the Thun- 
derbirds’ first goal in the annual Teddy 
Bear Toss game results in a celebration 
of bears being thrown onto the ice. Since 
starting the tradition four seasons ago, the 
Thunderbirds have contributed more than 
10,000 bears to local Springfield charities. 


Senior photos from fall season wanted 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end and 
Turley Publications has been all over the 
action. 

But with this unpredictable season 
there have been temporary or in some 
cases, permanent stoppages in play, and 
we still want to help feature your athletes, 
especially those who are seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on this 
season in order to bring the best coverage 
we can possibly manage and fill our pages 





SOCCER 1 


Ludlow boys varsity soccer coach Greg 
Kolodziey really didn't mind the elimina- 
tion of throw-ins. 

“We have benefitted over the years from 
having a player who could throw it far, 
Kolodziey said. “You could create more 
scoring chances on more restarts with the 
kick-in’ 

There were also no head balls allowed. 

“IT think the rule change that affected 
the game the most was elimination of head 
balls. 've never seen so many well-exe- 
cuted shoulder balls in my life,” Kolodziey 
added. “But there were a lot of good scoring 
chances missed by all the teams due to not 
being allowed to head the ball? 

Players were not allowed to make inten- 
tional physical contact with an opposing 
player. 

“We always stress the importance of not 
committing reckless and needless fouls, 
Kolodziey said. “If the health situation is 
under control, I do think all the modified 
rules will be changed back next season.’ 

Goalkeepers werent allowed to kick, 
punt dropkick, or throw the ball in the air 
beyond the midfield line. 

If the ball did travel in the air be- 


with names and color. 

We know that fans will be limited to 
the home crowds, but that is where you 
all come in. 

If you attended any senior games and 
would like to see those photos in our pa- 
pers, we welcome submitted photos from 
those events and information about grad- 
uating seniors who participated in Fall 1 
sports. 

We also welcome any additional infor- 
mation about other major achievements. 
Send any and all information and photos 
for inclusion to sports@turley.com. 
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yond the midfield line without touch- 
ing a player, the resulting restart was 
an indirect kick for the opposing team 
from the spot it crossed midfield. 
“I strongly disliked the rule where the goal- 
ie could not punt, or goal kick the ball over 
half, said Ware boys varsity soccer coach 
Jesse Trzpit “To me, it didn't make a lot 
of sense to begin with, I didn't see how it 
benefitted anyones safety and it also took 
a large advantage away from our team. Our 
starting goalie consistently kicks the ball 
over half which gives us an opportunity to 
move the ball up field more so than other 
ways. Our backup goalie also has the abil- 
ity to do this.’ 

All of the high school soccer matches 
were played in four ten-minute quarters in- 
stead of two twenty minutes halves. 

A couple of the other rule changes were 
corner kicks were indirect kicks, no time- 
outs will be allowed, and there were no re- 
bounds allowed on penalty kicks. Coaches, 
players and referees wore masks during the 
game. 

Everyone is hoping to have a normal 
high school soccer season in the fall of 
2021. 
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The Thunderbirds mascot tosses a teddy bear from a donor’s car. 





WINTER 5 


season starts in January. It is possible the 
school will start late. 

Other changes and decisions are still 
pending, though many schools have al- 
ready opted to participate. 

Pathfinder will participate in winter 
sports, but must find another venue due to 
the fact their gymnasium is currently being 
used as a cafeteria. 

While the PVIAC has not made an offi- 
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cial ruling on whether fans will be allowed 
in arenas, the MIAAs current guidance is 
to allow up to 40 percent of a gymnasium's 
capacity. However, the number of game 
participants (players, coaches, officials, 
etc.) count toward that 40 percent. Some 
schools, like the fall, could bar fans alto- 
gether in an effort to lower the spread while 
the current surge is still on. 





SMITH & 


tional Letter of Intent during a signing cer- 
emony held in the Agawam High School 
gymnasium. 

Hope Santaniello, wholl be joining 
the U.R.I. women’s soccer team, and Sar- 
ah Ross, wholl be a member of the UMa- 
ss-Lowell cross country and track teams, 
also took part in the signing ceremony. 

“This is a very exciting day for these 
three-outstanding student-athletes and 
their families,’ said Agawam Mayor Bill Sa- 
pelli, who attended the signing ceremony. 
“These three girls have put in a lot of hard 
work and dedication to make it this far. 
You learn so many life lessons by playing a 
sport. 

Smith's recruiting process with the Vols 
coaching staff began during the summer 
entering her junior year. 

“IT was really impressed with everything 
the coaches at Tennessee had to offer,’ she 
said. “I've built a very good relationship 
with the head coach. When I made my of- 
ficial visit there, I was just blown away. The 
whole atmosphere is amazing. 

The head coach of the University of Ten- 
nessee swimming and diving team is Matt 
Kredich. Ashley Jahn is the associate head 
coach of the Vols womens swim team. 

The Tennessee swim team hold their 
home meets at the Jones Aquatic Center, 
which was completed in 2008. 

The Vol’s won the NCAA Division 1 Na- 
tional Title one time in 1978, but they ve 
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captured a total of 50 individuals NCAA ti- 
tles during the past 75 years. 

They are also members of the South- 
eastern Conference (SEC) and have won 
a total 11 SEC team titles, 151 individuals 
titles, and 44 relay titles. 

Summer is hoping her parents, (Shawn 
& Teresa), along with her younger brother, 
Collin., will be making many trips to Knox- 
ville to watch her compete for the swim 
team during the next four years. 

“My family has always been very sup- 
portive of me,’ she said. “I'm looking for- 
ward to having them come watch me swim 
in college’ 

While the school colors at Agawam 
High School are orange and black, the 
school colors at the University of Tennessee 
are orange and white. 

“My whole wardrobe is orange, so I 
wont be changing very much next year, 
Smith said. “It’s kind of funny that the two 
school's basically have the same colors. 

Smith has already qualified for the 
Olympic Team Trials in 2021, which are go- 
ing to be held in Omaha, Nebraska. 

“My ultimate goal is to qualify for the 
Olympic team,’ Smith said. “I’m just going 
to do my best at the Olympic trials’ 

While qualifying for the Olympics is her 
long-term goal, Summer Smith is really 
looking forward to being a member of the 
University of Tennessee swimming and div- 
ing team during the next four years. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 











SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
FIREWOOD ie anal iF iy an 6 complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
aeoAGas reed " AB Hauling and Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

FIREWOOD " Removal Service (413)563-0487 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 





2***kxxx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





4243. y di f d i Lowest Rates, 
a panasiarae en pee coms accumulations, junk, estates, WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
4 y attics, garages, appliances, CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
MISCELLANEOUS cde basements, demo services. vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price | 22 


$26.50 


26 
Base Price | 39 


29 $30.50 $31.00 31 $31.50 
35.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price} 23 Base Price] 24 
$27.00 $27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 
28 $30.00 
$32.00 


Base Price} 33 Base Price 





DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


e 
& 
BROOKFIELD / 4 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


Add $10 for a second Zone 

a messa450 | 28 Paseae00| 39 mss3550| 40 "336001 or add $15 to run in 
Name: ———s—“—s—sSSSsSsS“‘“‘“‘’UUU Phone ee First ZONE base price 
0 ra a a Add a second ZONE 
Town, State ips Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks: So X perweekrate HG Subtotal 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LIVISA 1 Discover LY Cash lL) Check# x Number of Weeks 
Cs sO Dt) OY TOTAL Enclosed 
Amountofcharge: Date: _ 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 
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WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 





; WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
o£ Quabbin 
I 





WEEK! 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


December 24,2020 = «i'I 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 
AUTO 


$SSSSSS$SS$SSS 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


PETS 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


OTR or 





DRIVERS WANTED? 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER_ TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Animal 
Control Officer & Animal Inspector. 
Looking for a reliable Animal Control 
Officer & an Animal Inspector. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
Until Filled. EOE 


Open 








REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 
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Public Notices 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P2072EA 
Estate of: 

Barbara D. Farrington 
Also Known As: 
Barbara M. Farrington 
Date of Death: 
August 29, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Laura 
L. Farrington of Boise, ID, 
a Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 

Laura L. Farrington of 
Boise, ID has been informal- 
ly appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the 
bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 


resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are enti- 
tled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
12/24/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
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50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20A0076AD 
CITATION 
G.L. c. 210, § 6 
In the matter of: 
Aubrey Alivia Parizo 

To: any unnamed or 
unknown parent and per- 
sons interested in a petition 
for the adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said court by: 


Ryan Grealis of 
Agawam, MA 

Amanda Agosto of 
Agawam, MA 


requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to 

Aubrey Alivia Grealis 

If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled to 
the appointment of an attor- 
ney if you are an indigent 
person. An indigent person 
is defined by SJC Rule 3:10. 


The definition includes but is 
not limited to persons receiv- 
ing TAFDC, EACDC, pover- 
ty related veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The Court 
will determine if you are 
indigent Contact an Assistant 
Judicial Case Manager or 
Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT: Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
01/27/2021 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: December 9, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/24, 12/31/2020, 1/07/2021 


Bright Nights to remain open later 


SPRINGFIELD - Bright Nights at Forest Park has 
received permission from Lieutenant Governor Karen 
Polito to extend entry to the show until 9:30 p.m. as 
of Saturday, Dec. 5. The Spirit of Springfield had been 
allowing cars to enter Forest Park until 8:45 p.m. due 
to Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker's current 
COVID-19 order. 

“Tt is an extra 45 minutes of holiday cheer each 
night during a time when it is so needed, said Spirit 
of Springfield President Judy Matt. “We want as many 
families as possible to fill their hearts with the warmth 
of the holiday season while staying safe in their car. 
We are grateful to have the opportunity to continue to 
make Bright Nights a holiday tradition for so many.’ 

Bright Nights at Forest Park will operate night- 
ly through January 6, 2021, opening at 4:45 p.m. and 
closing the entrance at 9:30 p.m. To follow COVID-19 
safety protocols, tickets must be purchased in ad- 
vance, online at brightnights.org or at Big Y World 
Class Markets. Visitors must stay in their vehicles at 
all times and wear masks when interacting with oth- 


ers. Restrooms are available at the entry for emergen- 
cy use only. 

Bright Nights’ 26th season is sponsored by AAA 
— Pioneer Valley, American Eagle Financial Credit 
Union, American Medical Response, Balise Auto, Bay- 
state Health, Big Y World Class Markets, C & S Whole- 
sale Grocers, Charlie Arment Trucking Inc., Comcast, 
Eversource Energy, Gleason Johndrow Landscaping, 
Health New England (HNE), iHeart Media, MassLive, 
MassMutual, Mercy Medical Center, MGM Spring- 
field, MP PC, PeoplesBank, The Republican, Smith 
& Wesson, Springfield Thunderbirds, and WWLP- 
22News. 

The Spirit of Springfield has been collaborating 
with the Springfield Department of Parks, Buildings 
and Recreation Management since 1995 to present 
Bright Nights at Forest Park. The holiday lighting ex- 
perience has entertained more than six million people 
and this year as recognized by the American Bus Asso- 
ciation as one of their Best of the Best in their Festival 
and Events category. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Digital Photos: 


7 


ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with air-brakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


FAITH 


from page 4 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 


Sometimes we are just confused. When we dont 
know what to do or say, when we find ourselves 
filled with the same questions as Mary, when we are 
overwhelmed with confusion or fear or anxiety, let 
us remember that we are called by God, we are loved 
by God, and we are the very children of God. Let us 
remember that God calls us - ordinary people with 
ordinary faith - and extraordinary things can hap- 
pen. Let us be open to what God is doing in our lives, 
even when we dont fully understand what may be 
happening to us or around us, and remember that 
God loves us, God calls us, and God is in control al- 
ways. No matter what our own faith tradition is, may 
we respond as Mary did, with ordinary faith, and let 
God take care of the rest. Amen. 





$12.50 This paper will not be 


Each 


responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393, ext. 216. 

Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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The mobile COVID-19 testing site at HCC will continue operating through March 2021. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


HOLYOKE — Free “Stop the Spread” 
COVID-19 testing at Holyoke Community 
College has been extended until March 31, 
2021, according to the Holyoke Board of 
Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is con- 
ducted six days a week in parking lot H 
near the western entrance to the Donahue 
Building on the college's main campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop the 
Spread” drive-through testing site since 
Aug. 26 to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue, turn left onto the 
Campus Road and proceed to parking lot 
H. There will be signs and parking atten- 
dants on site to manage the flow of traffic. 
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The HCC testing site is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; and Tuesday and Thursday 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts resi- 
dents, and conducted on a first come, first 
serve basis. There are no appointments and 
no referral is necessary. Turnaround time 
for results is typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the Stop the 
Spread test sites across the state can be 
found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-de- 
tails/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may sometimes 
be cancelled due to inclement weather. Be 
sure to visit the Holyoke Board of Health 
website for up-to-date information on can- 
cellations: —https://www.holyoke.org/de- 
partments/board-of-health 
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Free COVID-19 testing at HCC 
extended until March 31 





December 24, 2020 


Help a friend through ‘wish box’ 


AGAWAM - This has been a challeng- 
ing year for so many. With the pandemic, 
loss of jobs, health concerns and isolation, 
many are struggling just to make ends 
meet. If you know someone that may need 
a little help this holiday season, please sub- 
mit a request to the e-mail address below, 
identifying their hardship and need. We 
will be granting three wishes this holiday 
season to spread goodwill and provide 


them with some relief during a very trying 
time. Perhaps it is a rent payment they are 
coming up short, a heating bill, food for the 
holidays, gifts for the children. All entries 
need to be submitted by Dec. 20. Once all 
entries are received, we will reach out to 
you for their contact information to pro- 
vide them assistance. Please e-mail your 
request to: wishbox33@gmail.com. 


Baystate Health guidelines amid increase 
in COVID-19 cases in the community 


Staff report 


SPRINGFIELD - In response to rising 
COVID-19 cases in the community, Baystate 
Health - for the safety of patients, caregivers 
and visitors — is instituting on Wednesday, 
Nov. 18 a fluid new visitor policy based on 
the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Healthss tiered guidelines for the health and 
safety of patients, caregivers and visitors. 

The tiers — also referred to as zones — are 
based on the number of COVID-19 positive 
patients in a city or town and how preva- 
lent the virus is. Red zones are considered 
at the highest risk for COVID-19 followed 
in decreasing risk by yellow, green and gray 
zones. 

Baystate Medical Center/Baystate Chil- 
drens Hospital in Springfield, Baystate 
Noble Hospital in Westfield, and Baystate 
Wing Hospital in Palmer at this time are in 
the “red zone’ and will allow no patient vis- 
itors. Baystate Franklin Medical Center in 
Greenfield is in the “green zone’ and will al- 
low one visitor. 

The numbers will be reviewed weekly 
and the visitor policy may change in accor- 
dance with risk levels and the prevalence of 
the virus. 

Exceptions to the visitor policy at all 
hospitals, with numbers of persons depend- 
ing upon what zone the hospital is in at the 


time, include: 

- Parent/guardian for COVID-19 positive 
and negative children 

« Support person for labor, delivery and 
duration of hospital stay 

« Hospice/end-of-life or for life-changing 
diagnosis 

« Support person for patients with dis- 
abilities. 

If in a zone that allows visitation, the 
hours continue to be daily from noon to 8 
p.m. 

Baystate Medical Practices and Baystate 
Health Centers are also following a tiered 
guideline based on the regions risk level. 

Additionally, with the recent increase of 
COVID-19 cases in the community, Baystate 
Health is transitioning patient care appoint- 
ments to virtual visits (telehealth or video) 
whenever applicable. 

In place of in-person visits, Baystate 
Health supports and encourages keeping 
connected — especially during the holidays 
when wanting to stay in touch with family 
and friends in the hospital — the use of vir- 
tual visits through technology such as iP- 
hones, iPads and other devices. 

For an up-to-date listing of visitor pol- 
icies at all Baystate Health hospitals and 
outpatient sites throughout Franklin, 
Hampshire and Hampden counties, vis- 
it BaystateHealth.org/COVID19. 
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é Ine Greatest Hapopiness 


May this Christmas 
bving you the best of everything | 


“ser * * ° 3° | See pee en 







May all the pleasures that inspire joy be with you at home or in spirit at Christmastime and all year. 


Thanks for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 





Turley 


Pu e) ications, INC. 24 Water Street | Palmer, Massachusetts 01069 
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